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and it was the beginning of the modern phase of the Labour
movement.
The next year, in 18895 Mr. Will Thorne, himself a gasworker,
a capable organizer, and a much respected working-class leader,
formed the Gasworkers and General Labourers' Union, which
began its career by securing from the gas companies, to its own
and the public surprise, the unexpected concession of the eight-
hour day.
A further important result of the 'match girls' strike' was the
attempt to organize the grossly underpaid labourers employed at
the London docks. Socialist advocates addressed early morning
meetings at the dock gates, in order to reach the crowds of casual
workers as they went to make their daily and frequently hopeless
request for work. 'An insignificant dispute on the I2th August
1889 as to the amount of "plus" (or bonus earned over and above
the fivepence per hour) on a certain cargo, brought on an impulsive
strike of the labourers at the South-West India Dock. The men
demanded sixpence an hour, the abolition of sub-contract and
piecework, extra pay for overtime, and a minimum engagement of
four hours. Mr. Ben Tillett (who was trying to establish the
Tea Workers and General Labourers' Union) called to his aid
his friends, Tom Mann and John Burns,' and 'the strike spread
rapidly to all the docks north of the Thames. , . . Under the
magnetic influence and superb generalship of Mr, John Burns,
which have made him famous as a labour leader on both sides of
the globe, the traffic of the world's greatest port was, for over
ten weeks, completely paralysed. ... A public subscription of
£48,736 allowed Mr. John Burns to organize an elaborate system
of strike pay . . . and, finally, the concentrated pressure of
editors, clergymen, shareholders, shipowners, and merchants
enabled Cardinal Manning and Mr. Sydney Buxton, M.P., as
self-appointed mediators, to compel the dock directors to concede
practically the whole of the men's demands. ... As in the case of
the match girls in the previous year, the most remarkable feature
of the dockers' strike was the almost universal sympathy with the
workers' demands.' The result of the strike stimulated trade
unionism in all directions, and 'within a year after the dockers'
victory, probably over 200,000 workers had been added to the
trade union ranks recruited from sections of the labour world
formerly abandoned as incapable of organization/1
, * Sidney and Beatrice Webb, History of Trade Unionism, pp. 388-92.

